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M people do like Concrete Homes 



HEN a person signs a contract to build 
a house of his own, his heart beats to 
a faster tempo, and hopes and fears and 
thrills of excitement race through his mind. 
All during the days it takes to build, he is 
filled with anticipation and impatience until 
the time when it is finished and he can say: 
**Last year I dreamed this house; now I am 
in it. It's my home!" 

But long before this, the wise builder did 
a lot of thinking and planning. The decision 
to build was no snap judgment; for building 
a home is a serious, though happy, under- 
taking. He studied and balanced his bud- 
get; he accepted and rejected; finally he 
had what he wanted. When he chose his 
house and determined to build, it was 
because he liked more about that house 
than any other house he could afford to buy. 

Why do people like concrete homes? Well, 
for many reasons — they say — and for dif- 
ferent reasons, depending upon how each 
looks at homes. One said, proudly: "My 
house is the best-looking house on the 
street, and it's a fine street." Another one 
thought it was because he was "building 
something very staunch and strong, that 
\vind and flood and fire couldn't wipe out." 



He wanted security. Someone else admitted 
that he thought he "could sell it, make some 
money on the deal and build another one 
sometliing like it." He had an eye for busi- 
ness, but he never had so much fun as he 
had planning and building that house. A 
thoughtful reason was this: "I saw a very 
old concrete house, and it looked so new 
and apparently cost so little to keep going 
that I couldn't go against my judgment 
when I decided to build." 

There were many reasons, and altogether 
they are the reasons why anyone should 
like concrete homes. 

So, what was better this year than to 
show some of the houses people liked to 
build these last few years, and to demon- 
strate why they like to live in them? The 
pictures and block plans are real houses 
from everywhere, and show that people 
have different tastes, all successfully worked 
out in concrete. This booklet, with pictures 
and reasons, is presented with the hope that 
folks who are planning to build will want to 
know why so many people like concrete 
homes; that they may find many reasons 
why they, too, would like to build a dur- 
able, firesafe home. 



Portland Cement Association 



The acfiYifies of fhe Portland Cement Association, a national organizafion, are limited to scientific research, the development of new or improved products and methods, technical 
service, promotion and educational effort (including safety work), and are primarily designed to improve and extend the uses of portland cement and concrete. The manifold program 
of the Association and its varied services to cement users are made possible by the financial support of over 60 member companies in the United States and Canada, engaged in 
the manufacture and sale of o very large proportion of all portland cement used in these two countries. A current list of member companies will be furnished on request 
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BEAUTIFllIJ 




Bronxville, New York 



Erik Kaeyer, Architect 
Espartero Mosca, Builder 




One of the first things people demand in a home is beauty 
— beauty that pleases the owner and that attracts everyone 
who sees the house. You can have beauty in concrete homes, 
and in any style of architecture that can be desired. Here is 
an appropriate Georgian style home, with concrete ashlar 
walls finished with white cement paint and with white painted 
shutters. The patterned concrete walls are made even more 
beautiful by the shadows of the oak trees under the after- 



noon sun. 
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Many things are responsible for comfortable living in 
a home. There must be a good design, allowing plenty 
of room to move around and ample space for outdoor 
living. Then there must be sturdy, sound construction 
— a never -failing house in time of bad weather or storm. 
Comfort of mind is important in a home, and people 



Palm Springs, California 



Leland F. Fuller, Architect 





who live in concrete houses have little worry about fire 
or storm. Concrete home owners have the comfortable 
feeling that comes with safe, wearproof construction. 
Tliis lovely Palm Springs cottage was designed for 
both indoor and outdoor comfort. It has wide porches and 
a large patio. Rugs are thrown over the concrete floors. 
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Westport, Connecticut 




Frank Harper Bissell, Architect 

A house is "livable" when its occupants like the 
house for its appearance and its plan, when it is com- 
fortable to live in, easy to keep clean and neat, and 
when the owner knows it won't cost much to keep 
up. Houses that bring a constant burden of repair 
expense to owners are not "livable houses, and they 
are not concrete houses like this Westport home, 
where the whole family has so much fun at home 
they hate to leave it. Concrete construction is one 
sure way to get maximum livability out of a home. 



The construction of this small home was quite 
simple. Standard-sized concrete masonry units, fin- 
ished with wliite portland cement paint, were used 
for the walls. When cement paint is used, painting 
problems are over for years. A good washing leaves 
concrete walls bright and fresh. 




CLEM 




Harrison, New York 



James W. Clyde, Architect 



Sad for the housewife is the home that is 
always getting dirty, that always seems to 
need cleaning. No dirt-catching house is 
your concrete house — its solid, tightly fitted 
construction allows no sifting of dust and 
dirt through cracks. No gaping baseboards 
hoard dirt and defy a thorough cleaning. 
There is no loose, flimsy construction to 
decay and leave dirt-catching crannies. 

This home at Harrison, N. Y., looks 
clean^ — and it is. The white painted con- 
crete masonry walls are durable and easy 
to keep clean. Concrete floors give it a 
sturdiness of construction that means fire- 
safe, w^earproof, spotless housekeeping. 




lIDinDllAL 



People take pride in a house 
that reflects their wants and 
desires. Individuahty in homes 
depends on design and style 
and skilful treatment of the 
materials used in construction. 
But even where it is practical 
to build many houses according 
to one plan, they can be indi- 
vidual in appearance with con- 
crete construction. Here are 
three houses in Detroit, all with 
the same floor plan, but each a 
quite different house in appear- 
ance. 

It's easy to get individuality 
in concrete homes because con- 
crete is such a flexible material 
to handle. It can be given scores 
of different treatments such as 
patterned masonry, painted, 
textured stucco and several fin- 
ishes on cast-in-place concrete. 
But no matter how individual 
the appearance, a concrete 
house always has the same fine, 
strong construction. 





Detroit, Michigan 



Albert E. Bill, Builder 




Detroit, Michigan 
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FLOOR PLAN 



Werner Gottschalk, Architect 
Alden Estates, Inc., Builders 

When people say a house is "as cold as a barn" in 
winter, there is something wrong with the house con- 
struction. It probably is not built to keep out drafts and 
is not properly insulated. A concrete house with dense, 
impervious walls, well insulated with standard insulat- 
ing materials, is always warm and dry in winter. Heat 
losses are kept to a minimum and cost of heating and 
air conditioning is far lower than for the average house. 

Double reinforced concrete 
wall; plastered inside. 



EVERY GOOD HOUSE IS WELL INSULATED 

— Penny -wise andpound-foolish are people 
who build any kind of a house these days 
without having its walls and roof insu- 
lated. Insulation costs are made up shortly 
in lowered fuel bills, in greater comfort 
both in winter and summer. There are 
irzny types of insulating materials, all 
easily applied to firesafe concrete walls 
and floor construction. 




COOL IN SUMMER 




Miami Beach, Florida 



Lester F. Preu, Designer and Builder 



In regions where summer heat reaches the blistering point, 
where you can fry an egg on the sidewalk at high noon, where 
the heat stays on after sundown — there people are glad to 
have a concrete house. It's so easy to insulate its walls and 
roofs against penetrating sun rays. Where it's hottest in sum- 
mer, people appreciate the coolness of a concrete home. 



Solid concrete wall — furred; Concrete masonry wall — 
rigid insulation and plaster, furred; metal lath and plaster. 





iOISG-PROOF 





\\ illiaiusburg, Virginia 

Nothing is quite so annoying as a noisy house where the 
floors have a hollow ring, where sounds "blow in" from the 
outside, and where the walls echo or talk back. In a concrete 
house dense walls help to keep out outdoor noises, solid floors 
never thump or squeak, and light^veight concrete wall units 
such as those in the study of a Wilham and Mary coUege 
professor (below) absorb sounds, make a quiet house. 



Miller Mfg. Co., Designer 
Banks & Cox, Builders 





':-.^.i->-~.'.7x!ftjiaCr.-- 



OREIK-PROOF 





San Antonio, Texas 



Ayres & Ayres, Architects 
H. B. Zachry, Builder 



Creaking floors and stairs, rattling window 
frames, groaning doors all are familiar signs of a 
sick house that needs repairs. There are no warped, 
sagging floors or bulged partitions in a concrete 
house, hence no creaking, no need for costly repairs. 

Precast concrete floor joists tied to concrete walls make creak-proof floors. 



WHAT MAKES A "CREAK-PROOF" HOUSE? 

Creaks are caused by warped and swelling 
structural members such as floor boards and 
wall studs that spread and strain out of posi- 
tion. A reinforced concrete floor, anchored 
firmly to concrete walls, never sags, never 
swells, never gets out of Hne. That's "creak- 
proof" construction. 




STORM-PROOF 
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A'^ersailles, Kentucky 




Beatty Construction Co., Builders 



Where storms reach violent stages they frequently crush 
houses built insufficiently strong to resist wind pressures. In 
these regions the concrete house with strong, rigid walls, 
well braced by reinforced concrete floors, has proved the best 
protection against storm damage. There are no loose gadgets 
to fly off or blow^ off a concrete house. It can be streamlined 
to buffet the mnd. Its walls are impervious to rain. 



STORM SAFE CONCRETE HOUSES WITH REINFORCED CONCRETE WALLS-^i 



AFTER THE HURRICANE HAD WRECKED 
METACUMBE KEYS, FLORIDA — Hundreds 

were killed in 1935 when their flimsily-built 
houses fell down on them. Ratlier than leave 
their homeland, survivors turned to rein- 
forced concrete construction, anchoring con- 
crete walls into coral rock. Now all the 
residents of that storm-tossed area are safe 
in concrete homes. 
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SUIPRflOF 




Orlando, Florida 



Kiehl & Stevens, Inc., 
Designers and Builders 



Long continued sun heat is depressing, particularly if one can't 
find relief in the shelter of a cool house. But sun can do real damage 
to a house if it is built of perishable materials. Sun has no effect on 
concrete. It can't blister the paint because cement paint becomes 
a part of the concrete wall. Sun can't warp or dry out a concrete 
house, for concrete is a permanent material. This fine little home 
in Orlando will stand under many seasons of blistering sun, but it 
will always look and be the same. 




ANCHORED IN CORAL ROCK— 



TO RESIST THE HARDEST BLOWS 
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Valley Stream, Long Island 



Henry C. Hahn, Architect 
W. Bolstridge, Builder 



A house built of materials that won't burn is never in danger 
from fire — even though a fire might start in the basement. 
Concrete floors prevent fire from spreading through a house. 
Concrete walls stand many hours against terrific heat. This 
splendid home with attractive concrete ashlar walls is built of 
non-inflammable material. Its charm and beauty will never 
be marred, its inhabitants never left homeless because of fire. 



RANDOM ASHLAR 



COURSED ASHLAR 



SPEAKING OF ASHLAR— There are 

numerous patterns for concrete ashlar to 
make attractive walls. Here are five pat- 
terns, each using different sizes of con- 
crete masonry units in combination. Ash- 
lar is also fine for interior walls. It is easily 
decorated and makes for quiet homes. 
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Glen Ellyu, Illinois 

Edward G. McClellan, Architect 

F. Tomlins, Builder 



When a building won't burn 
and is in so little danger of fire, 
it is quite natural that fire 
insurance rates should be lower. 
In most places it costs far less 
to insure a firesafe concrete 
house than ordinary types. 

RANDOM AND COURSED 



RANDOM ASHLAR 
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CONCRETE walls, floors and roof make the 
firesafe house, but there are several methods 
of producing each of these to meet personal and 
architectural requu'ements. 

CONCRETE FLOORS 

There are several types of concrete floors which 

may be economically used in home construction. 

A rapidly developing type of concrete floor is made 

by placing a reinforced concrete slab over precast 



reinforced concrete joists. The joists may be ex- 
posed, if desired, as a beamed ceiling, made charm- 
ing by painting or staining. 

A recently developed type, knowTi as concrete 
block joist construction, uses filler units placed 
integrally with the concrete slab. The underside 
of this floor can be painted or plastered. 

The solid slab floor is generally about 4 to 6 
inches thick and is built of reinforced concrete. 



PRECAST JOIST FLOOR 



CONCRETE BLOCK JOIST FLOOR 



SOLID SLAB FLOOR 
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S WHERE A CONCRETE HOUSE IS DIFFERENT 

i the features that distinguish firesafe construction. They 
ality marks of the best home that money can buy, the 
jf life-long economy in homekeeping. 

>F — that protects against sparks and flames, that resists 
■ sun, rain and snow. Pitched roofs are made firesafe with 
jf cement-asbestos shingles or concrete tile. The underside 
i fire-protected with metal lath and portland cement plas- 
t roofs, any type of standard reinforced concrete construc- 
afe. 

DORS — the greatest factor in limiting the spread of flames 
within a house. These floors are rigid, sagproof, comfort- 
the strength of floors in modern hotels and large apart- 
iy are warm and dry. For floor finish, select any floor cov- 
ed — hardwood, carpeting, linoleum, rubber tile, terrazzo 
concrete marked ofl" ii> patterns — and place it on firesafe 
ibfloors. 

IVLLS — durable, substantial, attractive walls of concrete 
nits or reinforced concrete. For charm and individuality, 
scores of different concrete wall finishes^ — patterned 
extured portland cement stucco, colored cement paint and 
tail. Concrete walls are strong, wear-proof, firesafe — and 
5 fashioned to fit any architectural style desired. 



It provides a flat ceiling which may be plastered 
directly or decorated by painting. The tile and 
joist floor is among other methods of building con- 
crete floors. Any kind of floor finish may be applied 
over these floors. 

CONCRETE MASONRY WALLS 
Probably the most popular type of concrete 
masonry wall in present use is the regular coursed 
masonry wall, suitable to both period and modern 



styles of architecture. Here the insulation is furred 
out from the inside wall face to make famihar plas- 
ter walls. The exterior may be overcoated with 
any of a number of portland cement stucco tex- 
tiues, or given a finish of portland cement paint in 
a choice of colors. 

For variation, some people prefer random ashlar 
patterns in concrete masoiu-y. These are produced 
by laying up various sizes of units in patterns. 
Paint on the exterior produces a charming finish. 
When double avails of masonry are used, with the 
hollow space used as insulation, both the exterior 
and Ulterior faces of the wall may be exposed 
concrete. 

REINFORCED CONCRETE WALLS 

Reinforced concrete construction — reinforced 
concrete walls and floors — presents a somewhat 
different group of wall types. The solid wall, of 
proper thickness, is built up in forms made of 
metal or wood. The exterior surface, generally 
smooth, becomes the finished wall surface after 
application of cement paint or treatment in one 
of the other ways described on pages 18 and 19. 
Insulation is applied to the interior and becomes 
the base for plaster finish. 

Another reinforced concrete wall, popular in 
many places, is the double ^vall. It employs the 
hollow space as wall insulation. If more insulation 
is desired, such materials may be filled in the hol- 
low space. If the interior wall is molded against 
smooth or patterned form liners, it will require no 
plastering or other treatment, aside from painting, 
to provide beautiful, interesting walls. 



COURSED MASONRY WALL 



RANDOM ASHLAR WALL 



REINFORCED SOLID WALL 
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Purdue Laiversity Demonstration Concrete House, Lafayette, Indiana. 



Burnhani Bros. & Hammond, Aichitecls 
Chas. Gambsky & Co., Builders 




People want their houses to last long after the mortgage is paid 
out, without excessive maintenance cost. A concrete house, like this 
reinforced concrete home built at Purdue University, will remain in 
the same fine condition long after the loan is paid. Solid walls, solid 
floors — tied together with the same solid, strong materials — nothing 
to wear out. The origmal investment is secure year after year. 
Money invested in a concrete home is just like cash in the vault. 



WIDE BOARD TEXTURE 



OTHER SURFACE TEXTURES — 

Because reinforced concrete is plas- 
tic in forming stages, it can be 
molded into any shape or given any 
surface texture. Reinforced concrete 
houses have many textures to choose 
from, some of which are shown here. 
They are all quite easy to do in con- 
crete because concrete takes the 
form of the material in which it is 
cast. 
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CoJton. California 



Worswick & Culver, Architeclf 
Roy E. Webb, Builder 



Here is another reinforced concrete house with another 
texture made to order for the o^vner. Aside from a fine- 
looking house, the owner is assured of the lowest upkeep 
cost on his street. In a concrete house there are very few 
things that ever need repairs — no loose boards, no broken - 
doAvn floors, and painting is necessary only once in a 
couple of decades. Concrete house owners often say: "I 
haven't spent a cent on my house in several years, and 
fuel costs are exceptionally low." 



STUCCO DASH 



BOARD MARKED, PAINTED 



TOOLED SURFACE 





EASY TO mmm 




Fresno, California Richmond Construction Co., Builders 

Giving charm to a small home depends on how 
effectively the design is executed in the mate- 
rials of construction. With concrete construction 
it is easy to achieve charming decorative effects. 
Here small concrete units have been laid up in 
courses and finished with white cement paint. 
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Exposed concrete masonry painted in pleas- 
ing pastel shade plays an important role in the 
decorative plan of this living room. The wide- 
board floors are laid on a concrete subfloor. 
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Chappaqua, New York 




Emil J. Szendy, Architect 
O. Berg & Co., Builders 



This imposing 
residence was 
converted from 
a concrete harn 
huihinl852for 
Horace Greeley 
at Chappaqua, 
New York. 



One year old or 85 years old, a concrete house is always 
fresh. Chappaqua's oldest and newest concrete homes are 
shown here, and both have a charm that knows no age. In 
age a concrete house must grow old, but in strength, 
appearance and value it stays young. 
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Heinpstead, Long Island 




Charles Christian, Architect 
Colonial Construction Co., Builders 



With ordinary construction people expect a gradual depre- 
ciation, and helplessly watch the value of their homes lower 
year by year. Because styles and tastes change, homes always 
depreciate some; but in concrete construction depreciation is 
slow because the house wears so well, never loses its livability. 
This new concrete house mth a rough -textured stucco finish 
will look very much as it looks now, twenty and thirty years 
hence. Since it has a lasting architectural style, it will always 
be a desirable home. 



MODERN AMERICAN 
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THERE'S A STUCCO FINISH FOR EVERY STYLE OF HOUSE— ^ ;i7;i;.v;x ^ 
Certain styles of architecture depend largely on the finish of .•'^K^>'S^>'^^^ 
the material used. The scores of portland cement stucco finishes 
provide an appropriate finish for any style of house. Here are 
four textures popular with people who like period styles — ^and 
any good stucco craftsman can do a beautiful job in any texture. 
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East Troy, Wisconsin 



Tronder Johnson, Architect 
P. L. Johnson, Builder 



People who build small homes put a great deal of their life 
and their work into them. These homes are built with money 
saved out of everyday expenses. Money saved should always 
represent a safe, secure investment. An investment in a con- 
crete house is sound, for it will last long and always invite a 
purchaser. That's why people say: "A concrete house is like a 
good bond — its face value is high, it is marketable, and it pays 
a constant return in good living." 
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TERMITE-PROOF 
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Sharon, Mass. Housing Advisory Service, Architects 

B. Segrini & Sons, Builders 



This handsome Uttle house with concrete ashlar 
walls, concrete floors and foundations, will never be 
subject to termite damage. Termites, wood-eating 
vermin, have spread to all but one state, causing 
millions of dollars damage yearly. But termites can't 
eat concrete; they let concrete houses alone. 



TERMITES are anL-like T 
crealnres that live on cel- 
hilose, the principal snh- 
stancein wood. Whentliey i 
attack houses they eat the 
heart out of floor, founda- 
tion and wall menihers, 
making them hollow and 
easy to collapse. They 
have spread their greedy 
raids to all hut the state 
of North Dakota. 
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Termites live on cellulose, found In wood. They have spread to all but the state of North Dakota. 
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APPROVED OOiSTRUDTIflS 




Indianapolis, Indiana 



You can borrow money for long terms at easy pay- 
ments to build bouses. But you get better terms and 
easier loans if the house you plan is "approved con- 
struction," if it is so strongly built that finance com- 
panies know their investment is protected. Concrete 
houses have "approved construction." Mortgage com- 
panies consider their money safe in a house that won't 
burn, that won't suffer rapid depreciation, that is free 
from termite damage. Concrete means approved con- 
struction, better loans and a long-time investment for 
the owner. 



R. W. Miller, Architect 
R. E. Ratliff Co., Builders 




Concrete foundations with concrete joist floors. 



Concrete floors and walls check termites. 



BUT TERMITES CAN'T 
TOUCH concrete houses. 
There is no cellulose in 
concrete. The best way 
to insure fine wood fin- 
ishes in homes is to pro- 
tect them with concrete 
foundation, floors and 
exterior walls. They are 
the best known barriers 
against termite ravish- 
ment. 
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Dayton, Ohio 



Walter J. Tines, Aicliitect 
Joseph R, Gebhart, Builder 



People are attracted by the sturdiness of concrete construction. 
Builders see in it an opportunity to create the kind of homes 
that people like. Now hundreds of architects and designers all 
over the United States are thoroughly familiar with concrete 
house construction. They can do a good job for you. 
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Norman, Oklahoma Barbour & Short, Designers and Builders 

Concrete is so easily handled both in design and construc- 
tion that any kind of house a prospect wants can be built. 
Some prefer small, simply decorated homes like this one in 
Norman, Okla. Others want something more complex, more 
pretentious. With experts doing the planning, concrete homes 
are always charming, always the smartest houses at any price. 
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BOLT BY EXPERTS 




Robert Charles Martin, Arcliitect 
A. E. Heckman, Contractor 

Contractors who have fine reputations want to do fine work 
to protect their good names. They want owners to be satisfied, 
for a pleased cHent is a contractor's best salesman. House builders 
will build you any type of house you want, but many of them 
would rather work with concrete — because they know it gives 
the greatest satisfaction. When you build your house, take your 
plans to a contractor who knows concrete construction. 




Cincinnati, Ohio 



R. J. Malhias, Builder 



Good construction work always has the mark of the master 
craftsman on it. Here it's the splendid maimer in which the 
builder has fitted different-sized concrete units into an attrac- 
tive ashlar pattern. Every last detail is finished right, and the 
house, anyone would say, is a gem. 
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Cincinnati, Ohio L. B. Goldinger, Designer and Builder 

One way to determine the value of a concrete house is to ask 
the man who lives in one. As investments, homes are rated to a 
large extent on general a,ppeal. A concrete house with strong - 
looking walls beautifully finished in ashlar, as is this small 
Cincinnati home, attracts everyone passing by. People who build 
concrete houses are proud owners and smart investors. 






Palm Springs, California Atkin & Marsh. Builders 

Here is a clever way to build a small home, the start of a 
duplex house — a money-maker in these times of home shortage. 
The first unit is an ideal home by itself. When someone else 
wants one like it, its twin can be built next to it and the other 
house rented. Two excellent small homes for practically the 
cost of one medium-sized home. Built of reinforced concrete, 
there ^vi\\ be little upkeep cost on either house. 
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The Federal Housing Adminis- 
tration, to encourage home build- 
ing, will insure loans on new 
houses in America. Before approv- 
ing loans, however, the govern- 
ment wants to know that the Lexington, Kentucky 

construction planned will stand up, will be worth insuring. A small 
concrete home Hke this Blue Grass Cottage in Lexington is just the 
type of house FHA likes to approve. It has appealing design, it's 
a family type of house, and its construction will last. Financing a 
new concrete home is easy. See your local loan agency. 




Whayne Haffler, Arcliitect 
Lexington Concrete Products Co., 

Builders 




Kansas City, Kansas R. M. Jackson, Builder 

Everywhere you look this year you will see new concrete 
homes under construction. Most of them are financed by long- 
term loans with from 15 to 25 years to pay. With an oppor- 
tunity to buy a home at no greater cost than regular rent 
payment, many people are seizing the chance to get the best 
home that money can buy. They find that concrete houses fit 
both their pocketbooks and their ideas about fine living. 
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Darien, Connecticut 



Fred J. Wallis, Architect 




Before concrete construction 
methods were standardized and 
building practices improved to the 
extent they are now, it w^as costly 
to build a concrete house. Only 
wealthy people could afford them. 
Now anyone who wants superior 
construction can have a concrete 
house for practically the cost of 
aji ordinary house. What slight 
additional cost may be involved 
in building a concrete home is 
rapidly absorbed by savings in 
insurance, in maintenance costs, 
in repair bills. Over a long period 
of time, a firesafe concrete house 
costs far less than a house built of 
injflamniable materials. For real 
low cost, concrete can't be imder- 
bid. 

In this Cape Cod cottage is 
another fine example of the 
adaptability of concrete floors to 
charming interior decoration. 
Here the concrete floor is marked 
off in squares and the surface 
brought to a high polish. Rugs 
are placed where desired. 




BUILD n nmm coicrgte hom 



It Will M Von \m to Own 



ANYONE planning to buy or build a house 
cannot afford to overlook the added values 
to be found in a concrete home. The initial costs 
of comparable designs in concrete and less sub- 
stantial materials with similar equipment, are 
about the same in most localities. Since a con- 
crete house costs less to maintain and has slo^ver 
depreciation, this rugged, durable, firesafe type 
of construction assures low annual cost. 

HOW TO GET A CONCRETE HOME 

You have only to pick up your telephone and 
call a local concrete products manufacturer to 
obtain without obligation: 

First: The names of reliable architects and 
builders experienced in the design and 
construction of concrete homes. 

Second: The names of lending agencies special- 
izing in financing home building. 

Local concrete products manufacturers can 
supply up-to-date information on concrete house 
construction. They are naturally interested in 
helping home buyers to get the benefit of the 
latest economies in construction methods and 
all the advantages inherent in concrete. 

THE DESIGN AND THE PLANS 

Any house you are planning to build, any 
architectural style fi-om Cape Cod to Modern, 
will be a better house if built of concrete. You 
can have any number of rooms, any interior 
arrangement, any color or wall texture you like. 
Take your ideas to an architect familiar with 
concrete construction and have him design your 
new home in concrete. Architects have an expert 
knowledge of concrete materials and methods of 
construction. The earlier you consult your archi- 
tect, the more satisfactory your house will be — 



and the more smoothly the job will progress. In 
whatever price range you plan to build, your 
house will be a better, safer investment and Wll 
return years of trouble-free, comfortable Hving 
if it is built with firesafe, durable concrete foun- 
dation, walls, floors and roof. 

ABOUT CONCRETE HOUSE COSTS 

Accurate estimates of the cost of a house can 
be made only by studying the complete plans. 
Costs will be influenced by the varying prices of 
materials, equipment and labor. Your architect 
or builder wall be able to give you close estimates 
based on local conditions. 

It is well to remember that the cost of the 
equipment which goes into the house, including 
the heating, air conditioning, plumbing, electri- 
cal and other service facilities influences the final 
first cost of a house more than the choice between 
firesafe concrete and less durable construction. 

Once built there is very little the owner can 
do to improve the house structure. If the struc- 
ture is not strong, rigid and durable it can be a 
source of costly maintenance and dissatisfaction. 
It is poor economy to sacrifice on quality of the 
house structure. Insist on concrete walls, floors 
and roof. 

FINANCING YOUR HOME 

Lending agencies are glad to finance concrete 
homes because upkeep and repair costs are low 
and resale values are high — ^making the concrete 
home a sound investment and preferred mort- 
gage risk. 

GET STARTED RIGHT 

The right start toward getting your home is 
to call your local concrete products manufacturer 
and get the help and advice he wdU gladly give. 




EVERY HOUSE HAS TWO COSTS - 



ONE TO BUILD, ANOTHER TO OWN 



A well-known architect has pointed out that 
every house has two sets of costs. One is the cost 
to build. The other is the cost to own. 

The cost to build is determined in advance. It 
may be paid all at once or in equal payments over 
a specified number of years. 

The cost to own is indefinite. It cannot be paid 
in advance. It continues as long as the house is 



kept habitable. 

The first cost is made up of the items of material 
and labor, architect's fees and contractor's profit. 

The continuing annual cost depends on the 
kind of material and the character of workman- 
ship used in the construction. It is made up of 
bills for repairs, painting and many other miscel- 
laneous items necessary to keep the house livable. 



A concrete house built by an experienced contractor will have a low annual cost 
and long useful life. Besides, a concrete house is firesafe — Is easy to heat. 



PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 

33 W. Grand Ave. • Chicago 10, Illinois 
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